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i. Dr. ‘Ylelemth Brandt was offered the position of Lord ‘‘ayor of Berlin by 
It, Colonel S‘avin around 26 November 1948. A few days later Brandt vas 
asked to co to Babelsburs by V.S. Semeonov, adviser on Political Affairs 
to Marshal Sokolovski. 


2.  Semsonov told Brandt that ho was in total disagreenent with Colonel Tyul- 
and the Soviet Army's handling of the Berlin situation, i.e., the 
estiblishment of a rump Mavistraty At best the Magistrat would not last 
‘onver than nine ronths and, in ite present form, co-ld in no wy ciain 
popular representation. 


2 


3. In Seneonov's words, he did not want Brandt to accent the office nor have 
any COU personel be menbera of thre iaristrat 1° they are intended for 
later use, since association with the a oa would be tantanonnt to 
political death. 


4.  Seneonov streased the nistiken paycholozy of the army's handling of the 
situation. The army still did not face the fact that the SED and the Rus- 
sians are unrorular. Sameonov isn of the opinion that sponsorship o* the 
SED sho'ld be dropre’? and that the bourgeois parties should be permitted 

25X1A6a to take over rublic offices. This ie tho last hore for the Russians to 


in porularity. 
25X1A2g ages. 


3 Semeonov's attitude may reflect the vaguely expressed 
opinion of Moletov as reported in 
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